Russia Signs Kyoto, When Will Australia?

On Thursday, September 30th the Russian cabinet approved the ratification of the Kyoto protocol for combating global warming paving the way for approval by the State Duma dominated by the Kremlin-directed United Russia party.

The 1997 Kyoto treaty is an attempt to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, which are widely seen as a key factor behind global warming.

For the treaty to come into force it was necessary for it to be approved by no fewer than 55 countries that accounted for at least 55% of global emissions in 1990. That minimum can now only be reached with the inclusion of Russia after the US, China and other big industrial nations rejected the treaty.

Noticeably not involved are the American and Australian governments. Both countries' involvement in Iraq has overshadowed other international questions, but Russia's move now puts Kyoto back on the international agenda.

Kyoto is a start but widely considered not to go far enough. The consensus of more than 2,000 scientists from 100 countries reporting to the UN-sponsored Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in the largest and most rigorously peer-reviewed scientific collaboration in history say we must cut emissions by at least 70% in a very short time. Although this is much more than envisaged by Kyoto, the treaty is nevertheless important as an indication of the intention of member countries to as a global community take action.

Britain's chief scientist, Dr David King, last January said that climate change was a bigger threat than global terrorism. "We are moving from a warm period into the first hot period that man has ever experienced since he walked on the planet.....the heat wave of last summer in which 25,000 Europeans died had killed more people than terrorism, yet had not been given anything like the same level of attention.....I am sure that climate change is the biggest problem that civilization has had to face in 5,000 years."

In Australia the treaty and global warming are not even on the election agenda. Ian Campbell, Australia's present environment minister is right on one thing only and that is that Kyoto is "inadequate as an environmental instrument." While the treaty has its weaknesses, it is at least an attempt to do something tangible to cap the world's greenhouse gas emissions. What the Howard government fails to understand is that signing the treaty would indicate the intention of the Australian government to others governments in the international arena. Australia may be performing but other countries have every right to wonder what it is that prevents us signing. To the international community Ian Campbell is a lone hypocrite when he sings praises about the efforts of this country.

One of the major objectives of Kyoto is to put a cost on carbon emissions and use market mechanisms to reward countries which reduce them. By staying out of Kyoto the US and Australia will be unable to participate in carbon trading on the global emissions market now getting under way in London. Australia, in particular, is also likely to lose out on investment as a result.

Short term issues continue to dominate the election. When will our politicians demonstrate to the world that they have the honesty and statesmanship to face up to the long term crisis of climate change.

As a company TecEco will gain should the government of Australia sign the treaty as it will put a greater value on the carbon sequestered by TecEco eco-cement. It is not known whether the treaty will apply to the emissions reduction as a result of using tec-cements
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